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ACTS XX. 35. 


I have ſhewed you all things, how that 
fo labouring, ye ought to ſupport the 
weak; and to remember the words 
of the Lord Feſus, how he ſaid, Ie 


is more bleſſed to give than to receive. 


HE apoſtle Paul, though laſt 
GN call'd, or, as he beautifully ex- 
preſſes it, born out of due time, 
BY) 6 came not a whit behind any of 
his brethren. An acquaintance with his writ- 
ings muſt convince us, he was a man of extra- 
ordinary natural abilities, diſtinguiſh'd for the 
_ clearneſs of his underſtanding, the penetration 
of his judgment, the ſtrength of his reaſoning, 
and the propriety and force of his elocution. He 
was alſo a man of eminent grace, and ſhone 


in every part of the miniſterial character. 
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SOME TIMES we find him thundering out 
threatnings againſt the ungodly, and impenitent, 
in language full of majeſtic terror; then in 
terms the moſt perſuaſive and alluring beſeech- 
ing ſinners to be reconcil'd : always pointing out 
Chriſt, as God's ſaluation; aſſerting the neceſſi- 
ty and importance of that faith, to which the 
promiſe of eternal life is made; and of that 
> holineſs without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
Nor was he more eminent for the purity of his 


doctrine, than for the ſanctity and exempla- 


rineſs of his life. Before his converſion he was 
beyond meaſure zealous for the rituals of the 


Moſaic diſpenſation, ſtrictly adher'd to the tra- 


ditions of the elders, and not chargeable with 
any inſtances of immorality, When God call'd 
him by his grace, the alteration of his princi- 


ples prov'd no abatement, but a noble incentive 


to his purſuit of univerſal holineſs. He acted 


now upon a new foundation, had other views 


and aims than whil/# in ignorance, and unbelief; 
but ſo far was he from ſlackning in his courſe 


of obedience, that he rather preſs'd forward, 
always exerciſing himſelf to maintain a con- 
ſcience void of offence towards God and 
man, 

b Heb. xii. 14. 
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Nax, ſo far was he inflam'd with love to his 
maſter, ſo warmly attach'd to his cauſe and in- 
tereſt, that whilſt he willingly ſuffered the 
loſs of all things, ſubmitting to bonds, impri- 
ſonment, and every kind of perſecution from 
the enemies of chriſtianity ; he moſt gene- 
rouſly quitted, what he might juſtly have de- 
manded from his friends, according to the 


goſpel conſtitution. 


IT is his own obſervation, and delivered 
with proper ſolemnity, Even ſo hath the Lord 


ordained, that they which preach the goſpel, ſhould 


live of the goſpel. And what more reaſonable, 


than that men, who ſpend their ſtrength and 


time in preparing and miniſtring ſpirituals, 
ſhould be ſupplied with a competency from 
thoſe, who deſire and enjoy their labours ? So 
that when he ſpeaks of working with his 


hands, we are to remember, it was not of 


neceſſity but choice. Not that he had leſs 


right to an honourable proviſion from the 
churches, than other apoſtles ; or, as if it 
would have been withheld, or ſparingly admi- 
niſtred, had he requir'd it: but leſt it ſhould 
be objected, he became a chriſtian on merce- 
nary principles, and that he might be the more 


© x Cor. ix. 14. 
extenſively 
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extenſively uſeful, when men ſaw his diſinte- 
reſted conduct; he determin'd to employ toine 
hours in providing for his own neceſſities, 
whilſt the reſt were chearfully devoted to 
God and the publick. 


IT is witha degree of elevation he calls it * is 
boaſting : not in a vain oſtentatious way, which 
would have marr'd the ſervice, and been a 
contradiction to the ſpirit and conduct of one ſo 
diſtinguiſh'd for humility ; but being highly 
delighted with, and greatly thankful for the 
mercy, that he had learn'd a trade in his youth, 
by an occaſional attendance to which he was in 
a degree independent, and no ways burdenſom 

to the churches, he ſpeaks of it as his boaſting, 
adding, None ſhould take it from him: that is, he 
reſolv d to continue working with his hands, as 
long as he had opportunity. 


NoR let any wonder that this ſhould be a 
part of the apoſtle's education ; it being the 
common practice of the Jews, tho' bred up to 
1 learning, to acquaint themſelves with ſome 

mechanic employ ; and that not only as an 
. innocent amuſement, but alſo as a means to 
5 _ themſelves in caſe of neceſſity. And 


e 2 Cor, . 10. 
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LiBrRALITY recommended. 7 
the apoſtle might think it proper to leave his 
own conduct in this reſpect, as an example to 
the elders of the church of Epheſus, ſince 


it is not impoſſible, that many of them, tho” 


not Jews, were before their converſion to 
chriſtianity engaged in manual arts ; the extra- 
ordinary aſſiſtances at that time communica- 
ted to the church, rendering it not ſo neceſſary 
that the firſt preachers of the goſpel ſhould be 
called from the ſchools. And as chriſtianity 


was then in its infancy, he would have theſe 


elders give no occaſion either for the reproach 


of the enemy, or offence of the proſelyte: the 


more they labour'd, the leſs they would have 
occaſion to receive ; and the leſs they received, 
if ſufficient, the better, as the caſe then ſtood. 


Tur term weak, in the text, is by moſt 
underſtood of ſuch who were newly conver- 


ted; weak in the faith, And to ſupport theſe, 


was to take away every thing which might 
occaſion them to ſtumble, or give them offence, 
particularly 1 in the matter of a miniſter $ main- 
tainance, ; 


Bur if the word be taken more largely, 
for the poor, helpleſs, or diſtreſs'd (as it is ſome- 
times us'd) the force of the apoſtle's argument 
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will ſtand thus: . © You are witneſſes (my 
4 brethren) how I have ated by the ſpace of 
< three years; I have not inriched myſelf: I 
* have coveted no man's filver, or gold, or 
« apparel ; but with great induſtry, under 


* God, have maintained myſelf. Nor have I 


<« been wanting to ſhew you all things neceſ- 
« fary for faith and practice ; and among the 
<« reſt, that you ought to do your utmoſt to 
* have fomething to give to the neceſſities of 
others, as well as for your own ſupport. 


Nor is this my advice alone, but eſpecially 


t remember the known maxim of our Lord, 
te how often in his mouth, how much exem- 
< plified in his behaviour, that, it is more bleſ- 
« {ed to give, than to receive. Suffer the word 
« of exhortation ; and be followers of me, as 
« I would be of Chriſt.” Taking the words in 
this latitude, they give us occaſion to obſerve : 


I. THAT diligence in our calling, in a de- 
pendance on providence, is the indiſpenſa- 
ble duty of every one who bears the 
Chriſtian name : he is to /abour. 


II. Ong great end of our labour, if God 
crowns it with ſucceſs, ſhould be, to have 
it in our power to relieve the indigent, 
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L1BERALITY recommended. 9 
and help the weak and miſerable : we are 
to labour to ſupport the weak, 


III. Tu E command of God, the doctrine 
and example of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
with the many gracious promiſes left on 
record in his word, ſhould have the 
weight of an indiſputable authority, and 
the influence of an ingaging motive, to 
excite us to a chearful attendance to each 
of theſe: we are 70 labour to ſupport the 
weak, remembring the words of our Lord 
Feſus, It is more bleſſed to give, than to 


receive. 


I. Wx begin with the firſt of theſe, That, 
induſtry in our calling, in a dependance on 
providence, is the indiſpenſable duty of every 
one who calls a a Chriſtian: he is 10 


labour, 


 NoTHiNG is more certain, than that God 
has ſent no man into the world, as a mere ſpec- 
tator of the conduct of his fellow-creatures. 
Every one has ſomething to do, ſomething in 
ſecret with God his maker, who righteouſly 
claims a portion of our time, | which is to be 


imploy'd in adoring his matchleſs perfections, 
B . | 


10 INDUSTRY and 

confeſſing our manifold tranſgreſſions, implore- 
ing forgiveneſs, and praifing him for his good- 
neſs. To deny him this, is the worſt of ſacri- 
lege. Nor are we cruelly to overlook our fami- 


lies, by reſtraining prayer, or neglecting to 


read the ſcriptures; but to bring up our 
f children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord; inſtructing, admoniſhing, or reprov- 
ing the whole houſchold, as occaſion offers, 
whilſt we lead them to a veneration for pub- 
lick ordinances by our example and authority. 
Theſe, and all other perſonal and relative duties 


of a religious nature, are diligently, and in the 


firſt place, to be attended to; and then, as we 


are differently ſtation'd by the providence of 
God, the buſineſs of our calling is to be re- 
garded. Nor is it ſo difficult to know what 
this is, as carefully and prudently to attend it. 


Many, to their coſt, have gone out of 
God's way. Some through covetouſneſs launch- 
ing beyond their depth, have fallen into * many 


fooliſh and hurtful ſnares, to their own infamy, 


and the impoveriſhing their poſterity, Others 
| live above their circumſtances, and leaving all 


to the care of ſervants, waſte their time, 


1 Eph. vi. 4+ * 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
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health, and eſtates, in a criminal indolence, 
or unbounded luxury. And others again are 
continually ſhifting the ſcene, till by a reſtleſs 
variety they bring all into ruin or confuſion, 


ALLOWANCE, indeed, is to be made now 
and then for an extraordinary genius, wrongly 
determin'd through the ignorance or prejudice 
of parents, who too often conſult their own 
humour, rather than the capacity or inclina- | 
tion of their children. Some of theſe have 
broke from the confinement of trade, and af- 
ter an intenſe application to a particular branch 
of ſcience, become ſerviceable to the publick, 
and met with the juſt reward of applauſe and 
advancement. In common, however, the apo- 
ſtolic advice is to be attended to, ® Let every 
man abide in the ſame calling, wherem he was 
called. Not as one who has nothing to do, 
or may be careleſs, and negligent ; but exert- 
ing himſelf to the utmoſt, applying to every 
part of it with care and ſedulity, remembring 
he works under the eye of a maſter, who will 
ere long call him to a ſtrict account. And 
where is the inconſiſtency of this, with caſt- 
ing our care on the Lord, and taking no anxious 


h 1 Cor. vii. 20. 


B 2 thought 
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thought for the morrow ? Is it not abſurd, 
and impious to the laſt degree, to pretend a 
dependance on providence, in a neglect of our 
duty? We may be aſſur'd the ſlothful ſervant 
will find no account in miſunderſtanding, or 
wrongly applying, the parables of the lillies, 
or ravens; for God has made no promiſes to 
the ſluggard, and far be it from him to work 
miracles for the indolent. 
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IT was part of the curſe which followed 
on man's diſobedience, but has now the force : 
of a command, * V the feceat of thy face thou 2 
ſhalt eat bread. Not that every man is call'd N 
to labour alike in the ſame imployment, or to 
an equal degree. To ſee a dictator at the 
plough, or a ſenator with his ſpade, might not be 
ſo pleaſing in the preſent age, as in the infancy 
of Rome. Nor dare I ſay, with a Rabbi of the 
Jews, He that teacheth not his ſon a trade, 
* learns him to be a thief.“ But this I may 
affirm, that the greateſt perſonage on earth is 
a ſteward to the God of heaven, and oblig'd fo 
far to inſpect his affairs, that while he is inju- 
rious to none, there may, by a prudent oecono- 
my, be a ſurpluſage for the intereſt of religion, 


1 Math. vi. 28. Luke xii. 24. k Gen. iii. 19, 
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an de ſupport of the poor. Nor is it any 


ays beneath him, when at leiſure from the 
Horta nt concerns of his high ſtation, perſo- 
italy to intend the application of his charity; 
or where. this cannot be done, to inquire into 
the accounts and conduct of the almoners of 
his bounty, approving or cenſuring as the caſe 
may require. 


SoME perſons, either from pride or indo- 
lence, would be thought above looking into 
their own affairs; 'till having outliv'd their 
eſtates, they are deſervedly ſtung with the 
mortification of ſeeing their ſtewards in better 
circumſtances than themſelves. It's an®%obſer- 
vation of the Wiſeman, He that is flothful in 
buſmeſs, is brother to him that is a great waſter. 
And how lively are his images in deſcrib- 
ing the field of a man void of underſtanding, 
as ® gvergrown with thorns, cover d with nettles, 
and the walls broke down ; whilſt the yawning 
ſluggard is inſenſible that poverty is haſtning 
with the ſpeed of a traveller, and want ready 
to ſeize him with the force of an armed man ? 
® Abundance of idleneſs, is called the ſin of So- 
dom; and tis mention'd as her reproach, that 


in the fulneſs of bread, ſhe ftrengthned not the 


Prov. xviii. G9 Prov. xxiv. 30. © Exek. xvi. 40. 


and 
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band of the Poor. The apoſtle ſuppoſes ſloth 
to be one main ſpring of fraud, and rapine ; 
hence he ſays, * Let him that ſtole, ¶eal no more; 
but rather tet him labour, working with 75 
bands the thing which is good, that be may have 
to give to him that needeth, Nay ſo zealous 
was he in this matter, that he expreſsly com- 
mands, * F any will not work, neither let him eat. 
So that we muſt throw up the chriſtian charac- 
ter, if we are ſlothful in buſineſs; nor will 
the pretence of being ever ſo fervent in ſpirit, 
be admitted in the face of a poſitive precept, 
ſo often inculcated, and fo ſtrongly inforc'd. 


Ir it ſhould be aſk'd, to what end is all this 
diligence ? to inrich ourſelves ? to aggrandize 
our families? or to gratify our ſenſual appe- 
tites, and inclinations ? Were this all, I con- 
fels the argument would greatly abate in its 
force ; ſince the world, and every thing be- 


longing to it, is paſſing away : we and our 


offspring muſt ſhortly lie down in the duſt, 


altogether uncertain who will come after us. 
So that we muſt look farther, to ſomething 
more worthy of our induſtry ; which leads me 


to our ſecond head, that 
® 1 Eph. iv, 28. ©* 2 Thel. a. 10 
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II. TugE defire and defign of a good man, 
in a diligent attendance to his calling, is to 
have it in his power, as far as providence 
crowns him with ſucceſs, to ſupply the indi- 
gent, and help the weak and miſerable : he 
labours, that he may ſupport the weak. 


Man is not born for himſelf only: he is 
a member of the publick, and ought to do all 
the good he can. To negle& his own family, 
would be to ? deny the faith, and be worſe than 
an infidel; and abſolutely to confine himſelf to 
it, would diſcover a narrowneſs of ſpirit re- 
proachful to chriſtianity. It enters into the 
character of the man, whom the Lord will 
bleſs, that * He ſheweth mercy, diſperſes, and 
gives to the poor. To neglect this, in the judg- 
ment of Job, is an iniquity moſt provoking 
to the Almighty, and exceedingly dangerous 
in its conſequence. Hence he breaks out into 
that ſolemn and pathetick appeal; If I have 
withheld the poor from their defire, or have caus d 
the eyes of the widow to fail; or have eaten 
my morſel myſelf alone, and the fatherleſs hath 
not eaten thereof (for from my youth he was 
brought up with me, as with a father, and I 


Pi Tim. v. 8. 4 Pf. xii, v. 6, r Job xxxi, 16. 17. 18, &c. 


bave © 
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have guided her from my mother's womb) if I 
have ſeen any periſh for want of clbathing, or 
any poor without covering ; if his loins have not 
bleſſed me, and if be were not warm'd with the 
fleece of my ſheep : then let mine arm foil from 
my ſhoulder-blade, and mine arm be broken Jrom 


the bone. 


Bir among the many miſerable objects, 
who incompaſs a good man, calling loudly for 
his compaſſion, in the midſt of his ſolicitude 

to relieve them all, he is particularly careful 
to ſhew kindneſs to the houſehold of faith; 
remembring theſe not merely as his fellow- 
creatures, but his brethren, children of one 
father, members of the ſame body, and 
heirs of the ſame glory. This with the conſi- 
deration of the friendly notice, which Chriſt 
takes, of the kind offices done to his people, 
awakens his application to buſineſs, and incou- 
rages him under the fatigue of it. The breath- 
ings of the liberal man, deviſing liberal things, 
are, O that the Lord would bleſs me, and 
* ſmile on my endeavours, that it may be in 
« my hand, as well as my heart, to be 


i beneficent to all, and generous to my fellow- 


<« chriſtians.” Their diſtreſs he obſerves witn 


the greateſt concern ; his ſoul enters into their 
trouble 
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trouble, ſympathiſes with them, and is often 


deeply afflicted, that their relief is not within 


the compais of his power. 


Nor is he limited in his charity to per- 
ſons of his own ſentiments, or denomination. 
Wherever he ſees a good man, he loves him; 
and how much ſoever he may judge him miſ- 
taken in other matters, his uprightneſs and in- 


tegrity ſecure him an intereſt in his benevo- 
lence. And tho' others may treat the miniſte- 


rial character with inſults and contempt ; the 
ſerious Chriſtian rightly diſtinguiſhing between 
the true ſhepherds and mere mercenaries, be- 
tween thoſe who adorn, or bring a ſcandal on 


their profeſſion, looks on eyery faithful embaſ- 


. 


ſador of Chriſt with a degree of reverence, and 


chearfully contributes what is neceſſary to ren- 


der him eaſy and comfortable. It is a fad. 


truth, that many of theſe ſervants of the Moſt 


High God are in very low and diſtreſſed cir- 


cumſtances. This ariſes ſometimes from the 
inability of thoſe among whom they labour. 


The ſociety, how willing ſoever to aſſiſt, is 


reſtrained by poverty; and the exhibition, 
tho” far ſhort of a ſufficient ſupply, is to the 
utmoſt of their capacity. And where this may 
not be the caſe, any one will readily judge, 


that a maintainance depending on a voluntary 


C ſubſcription 
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ſubſcription is ſubject to frequent alterations, 
through the death of ſome, or alteration in 
their circumſtances, and the unſteady humour, 
or avarice of others. At beſt, I believe, very few 
inſtances excepted, a miniſter'sſalary among Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters will, even with the moſt pru- 
dent management, when the charges of the fami- 
ly are defrayed, admit of laying up a very little, 
if any thing, for his widow and children. A 
very mournful conſideration ! and which may 
well ſet heavy on the mind of an affectionate 
Huſband, and tender father, when by death 


 obligd to take leave of his family ſo ſadly un- 
n oo for. 


Ap as with the miniſter, for the moſt 
part, dies his income, and the church is under 
a neceſſity of entring into new ingagements by 
a freſh choice; it too often happens that the 
family of the deceas d is overlook'd, or treated 
with a criminal indifference. With great plea- 
ſure indeed T obſerve, that it is not always fo; 
ſome of our congregations have diſtinguiſh'd 
themſelves, in the handſom proviſion they 
have made for their miniſter's widows and or- 
phans, and I wiſh it were more general. But 
where nothing of this kind is or can be done, 
which is uſually the _ who can we think 
of 
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of as more proper objects of our compaſſion, 
than the families of thoſe, who have ſpent 
their days and ſtrength in ſhewing to us the 
way of falvation ? Theſe are certainly ſome of 
the weak we are fo labour to ſupport. Nor 
will they be overlook'd by thoſe, who are 
appris'd of the importance and advantage of 
a goſpel miniſtry ; which leads me to obſerve, 


III. Tu Ar the command of God, the doc- 
trine and example of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the many gracious promiſes left on record 
in his word, oblige and incourage us to indu- 
ſtry in our calling, and liberality in our help- 
ing the needy: We are to labour, to ſupport 
the weak, remembring the ſaying of our Lord, 
that tis more bleſſed to give, than to receive. 


IT is a great miſtake, to imagine we are at 
liberty in this matter, and may communicate 
or refuſe at pleaſure. We are to judge indeed 
of the nature of the call, and our ability to 
anſwer it ; but where there can be no debate 
as to either of theſe, we diſhonour God, by 
deſpiſing his authority, if we refuſe to com- 
ply. * If there be among you a poor man, ſays 


F. Devt. xv. 7, 8, 10, 11, 


3 the 
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the Lord by Moſes to his people Iſrael, of one 
of thy brethren within any of thy gates, in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou 
ſhalt not harden thy heart, nor ſhut thy hand, 
from thy poor brother ; but thou ſhalt open thine 
band wide unto him. Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, 


| and thine heart ſhall not be grieved when thou 


giveſt unto him ; becauſe that for this thing the 
Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee m all thy works, and 
in all that thou putteſt thine hand unto ; for the 
poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land. Therefore 
I command thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt open thine 


band vide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and thy 


needy, in thy land. And the apoſtle with 


great authority binds it on Timothy, and all 
the miniſters of the goſpel, not only to 


intreat, but to charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they do good, that they be rich in 


good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 


gunicate. 


Nox will a profeſſion of the greateſt ſym⸗ 
hy or kindneſs be accepted, whilſt we re- 


fuſe them relief. For, as the apoſtle James 


obſerves, F a brother or fiſter be naked, and 


 deftitute of daily food, and one of you ſay unta 


* r Tim. vi. 17,18. Y James ii. 15, 16. 


them, 
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them, Depart in peace, be ye warm'd, and . 

notwithſtanding ye give them not thoſe things which 
are needſul to the body; what doth it profit? 
It is little leſs than an inſult en their miſery, 
and will be reſented as ſuch by their judge. 
And, according to the reaſoning of another 
apoſtle, that man is deſtitute of love to God, 
w who having this world's good, and ſeeth his 
brother in want, and ſhutteth up his bowels of 
compaſſion from him. 


AND as God is good unto all, and requires 
vue ſhould follow his example; ſo he has taken 
particular notice of the widow, and father- 

leſs. Whoever ſhall afflict or injure them, he 
has ingag'd to be their advocate and judge. 
Nor does he threaten ſorcerers or adulterers 
with a more heavy or ſwift deſtruction, than 
thoſe, * who oppreſs the bireling in his wages, 
the widow, and the fatherleſs. He ſtiles him- 
ſelf, ” a father of the fatherleſs, and a judge of 
the widow. And it is obſervable, that in the 
Jewiſh feſtivals it is commanded, that the 
* Levite, the firanger, the fatherleſs and the 
widow, were to come and eat, and be ſatizfied ; 
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1 John iii. 17. Mal. iii. 5. Pal. bei. 5. Dent. 
dir. 49. | 
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if the maſter of the houſe expected that the 
Lord his God ſhould bleſs him, and the work of 

| bis band. In * cutting down their harveſt, they 
were not to make clean riddance, nor wholly 
reap the corners of the field ; and if by acci- 
dent a ſheaf was overlook'd, it muſt remain ; 
nor might they glean their vineyard, nor in 
beating their olive-tree go over the boughs 
twice. All theſe were to be left for the ſtran- 
ger, the fatherleſs, and widow, under a pro- 
miſe, that God would more than make it up 
by his bleſſing on them, and all the work of 
their hands. And where theſe things were 
carefully attended to, God allowed the hum- 
ble claim of his people, that he would remem- 
ber his word, and be faithful to his ingage- 
ment. Remarkable to this purpoſe is that 
paſſage, * When thou haſt given it unto the Le- 
vite, the Hol, the fatherleſs, and the wi- 
dow, that they may eat within thy gates, and 
be filled ; then thou ſhalt ſay before the Lord, I 
bave given to the Levite, &c. according to thy 
commandment : look down from thy holy habi- 
tation, from heaven, and bleſs thy fg Tj ael, 
and the land which thou baſt given us. 


Lev. xix. g. chap. xxiti. 22. Deut. xxiv. 19, 20. Deut. 
XXVI. 12, 13, 15. | 
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In this manner, and to this degree, did 
God require and incourage a charitable diſ- 
poſition in his people of old: nor muſt 
their liberality in providing the coſtly mate- 
rials of the tabernacle and temple be over- 
look d; in the former of which they were 
hardly reſtrain d by a divine command, and 
the expence of the latter is not eaſily compu- 
ted. But what is all this to that godlike diſ- 
poſition in aſſiſting the miſerable, exemplity'd 
in the whole conduct of our bleſſed Saviour? 
4 Ye know the grace of our Lord Jeſus ; who, 
the rich in himſelf, for our ſakes became poor, 
that we through his poverty might be made rich. 
From lying in the boſom of his father, ador'd 
by angels from the moment of their creation, 
poſſeſſed of all the perfections of deity ; at 
length, laying aſide the robes of his glory, he 
took fleſh (an inſtance big with myſterious 
wonder) and ſubmitted to poverty, reproach, 
and every kind of perſecution. And when 
he could have frown'd a malicious injurious 


world into hell, he meekly bore the 


worſt of uſage, continually going about doing 
good. And tho' he had neither ſilver nor gold 
to beſtow on the indigent ; it was mere than 


41 Cor. viii. 9. 


made 
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made up by the excellence of his doctrine, 
and the uſefulneſs of his miracles, by healing 
every kind of diſeaſe, feeding the fainting mul- 
titude at the expence of omnipotence; and, as 
the nobleſt expreſſion of his love, at laſt laying 
down his life for his enemies. And whilſt they 
cried, Let his blood be on us and our children, 

and inſulted him with cruel mockings, he re- 
 fign'd as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and fervent- 

ly pray d, © Father, forgive them, they know 
not what they db. And when his miſtaken diſ- 
ciples once tempted him to reſent an affront, 
in the immediate ruin of the offenders, he re- 
buk' d them with this compaſſionate reproof ; 
Le know not what manner of ſpirit ye are F; 
the fon of man is not come to deſtroy mens lives, 
but to ſave them. 


Arx the tomb of his friend we find him in 

tears; nor could he refrain, when looking on 
Jeruſalem. He well knew what its inhabi- 
tants had deſerv'd, and that they would fill up 
the meaſure of their iniquity, in imbruing 

their hands in his blood, and rejecting the goſ- 
pel; yet the proſpect of their approaching de- 
ſolation drew out with tears, that affectionate 


* Luke xxiii. 34. Luke xix. 55, 56. 
remon- 


L1BERALITY recommended. 25 


remonſtrance : 5 F thou hadſt known, even thou, 
at leaſt in this thy day, the things which belong 
to thy peace; but now they are hid from thine 


ches. 


Ap though his exalted ſtate, at the 
father's right-hand, is inconſiſtent with the 
leaſt ruffle or diſcompoſure, we have the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurance, that he retains the moſt 
tender ſentiments of his peoples ſufferings. 
He is an high-prieſt, who is touch'd with a 
feeling of their infirmities ; every injury offer'd 
to them is regarded by him as an inſtance of 
perſecution directed againſt himſelf ; and who- 
ever toucheth them, touches the apple of his 
eye. He is never wanting in a rich ſupply of 
every neceſſary bleſſing : while he pleads for 
them in heaven, he guides, ſupports, defends, 
and comforts them on earth; their life is 
bound up with his, and he will ſooner ex- 
hauſt all the treaſures of grace and glory, than 
any thing ſhould be wanting to conſtitute and 
compleat their happineſs. - O aſtoniſhing love, 
without precedent, or parallel! No wonder 
then, the apoſtle ſhould make it his darling 
motive, in recommending the amiable grace 


Luke xix. 41. 42, 
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of loving and forgiving one another. Well 
might he ſay, Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, 
and anger, and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, be 
put away from you, with all malice ; and be ye 
kind one to another, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven you: and walk 
in love; as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and ow him- 
fi for us 


THE primitive Chriſtians ſtrictly copied after 


this great example. As their life was made 


up of devotion to God, and a lively faith in 
the great Mediator, they were conſpicuous for 
fervent affection to one another; no one coun- 
ted any thing his own, when the good of the 
community, or the neceſſities of his fellow 
Chriſtians call'd for it. Of ſome of them the 
apoſtle bears witneſs, that they communicated 

not to their ability only, but even beyond it ; 
chuſing rather to be ſtraitned themſelves, than 
their brethren ſhould want. And tis obſerva- 
ble, the office of deacons took its riſe from 
the neceſſities of certain widows, for whoſe 
ſuſtenance the Holy Ghoſt thought fit to ap- 
point perſons, whoſe ſtanding buſineſs it ſnould 
be to viſit and take care of them, with the 
reſt of the poor. And we all know, how 


b Eph, iv. 31, 32. Chap. v. 2, 


an 


L1BERALITY recommended. 27 
an inſtance of prevarication, in a pretended 
exhibition to the publick ſtock, was pu- 
niſh'd with an awful ſeverity; fo well did 
God approve the generoſity of his ſervants, 
and fo highly reſent the diflimulation and ava- 
rice of the hypocrite. 


 SoMETHING of this ſpirit has, to the has 
nour of the ſaints, diſcovered itſelf in ſucceed- 
ing ages; and I promiſe myſelf, the conduct 
of this day will be an agreeable proof, that 
tis far from being extinct. Sure I am, the 
promiſes of the goſpel are yet in force; and 
if a ſenſe of duty and gratitude to God, intereſt, 
honour, and pleaſure to ourſelves ; if mercies 
perſonal, relative, ſpiritual, temporal, or eter- 
nal, have any influence upon us ; we ſhall not 
be wanting. Give me leave then to mention 
a few paſlages, any one of which, if the au- 
thority of heaven is regarded, may prompt us 
to be ready to do good and communicate. 
* Bleſſed, ſays the Pſalmiſt, is he that confider- 
eth the poor; the Lord will deliver him in time 
of trouble, the Lord will preſerve him and keep 
him alive, and he ſhall be Bleſſed upon the earth; 
| the Lord «will deliver him from the will of tus 


Pl. xli. 42. Prov. iti. 10. Prov. Xx. 17: 
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enemies. Honour the Lord with thy fuliſtance, is 


the advice of Solomon; and the promiſe is, ſo 
ſhall thy barns be filled, and thy preſſes burſt out 
with new wine, And the obligation on God's 
part is exceeding ſtrong, when he adds, He 
that hath pity on the poor, lendeth to the Lord; 
and that which he hath given, will he pay him 


again. 


So thoroughly was he perſwaded of this, 
that he ſays, He that giveth to the poor, ſhall 
not lack. And on this he founds that exhorta- 
tion, * Caft thy bread on the waters, for thou 
ſhalt find it after many days. Give a portion 
fo ſeven, and alſo to eight; for thou knoweſt 
not what evil ſhall be on the earth. 


THe prophet Iſaiah, with a peculiarelegance, 
introduces the Lord complaining of the hypo- 


critical faſts of opprefling covetous perſons : * I 


this the faſt I have choſen ? Is it for a man to 


bung down his head like a bulruſh ? No, it is to deal 


thy bread to the hungry, to chath the naked, 
and not to hide thyſelf from thine own fleſh. 
Then the promiſe may be hoped for, that 7% 
light ſhall break forth as the morning, and thy 


*. Ecciel, xi. 1, 2. IH. vii. 5, 7, 8, 10, It. 
health 


LIBERALIITVY recommended. 29 


health ſpring forth ſpeedily. And, if thou draw out 
thy ſoul to the hungry, and ſatisfy thee afflicted, 
the Lord ſtands ingaged to guide thee continually, 
to ſatisfy thy ſoul in drought, and make fat thy 
bones; then ſhalt thou be like a water'd garden, 
and like a ſpring of water, whoſe waters fail 
not. And with a marvellous condeſcenſion 
God fays by the prophet Malachi, Bring ye 
the tithes into the flore-houſe, that there may be 
meat in my houſe, and prove me now herewith, 
faith the Lord of hoſts, if I vill not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a bleſſing, 
that there ſhall not be room enough to receive it. 
Nay, our Lord aſſures us, that * a cup of 
cold water, given to a diſciple in the name of a 
diſciple, ſhall not loſe its reward. And there is 
ſomething beyond expreſſion ingaging, in his 
repreſentation of the honourable regard he 
will ſhew in the day of judgment to every 
friendly office done to his poor members: 
* Inaſmuch, ſays he, as ye have done it to the 
leaſt, of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me. Hence the apoſtle calls it, laying up in flore 
a good foundation; and, as you have heard in 
an excellent diſcourſe on this occafion, * With 
fuch ſacrifices God is well pleas d. We may 


m Mal. iii. 10, 11. * Matth. x. 42. Matth. xxv. 40. 
Þ See the Rev. Mr, Miles's ſermon on Heb. xiv. 16. 
: ſafely 
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ſafely truſt him then, for he will not be unrigb- 
teous to forget our labour f love. Theſe, and 
many more of the ſame kind, are the precious 
promiſes which God has left on record to ex- 
cite us todo all the good in our power. Nor 
15 there the leaſt room for ſuſpicion as to their 
accompliſhment : * He is not à man, that be 
ſhould lie; or alter the thing which is gone out 
of his hips.” 


WrAart remains then, but that ] briefly 
ſtate the caſe before us; and if it ſpeaks for 
itſelf, as I think it muſt do, with every 
ſerious mind, we ſhall have the leſs occaſion, 
by argument to preſs you to attend to it. And 
here give me leave to pauſe, and adore the 
good providence of God, that it ſhould enter 
into the hearts of his ſervants, to be concern'd 
not only for poor difſenting miniſters, who 
have long and largely partook of their bounty ; 
but at the fame time alſo, to caſt an eye 
of pity on the diſtreſs'd families of thoſe 
who have finiſhed their work, and enter'd 
on their reward. This ſurely was of the Lord, 
and let him have the glory. And with a 

great deal of pleaſure I add, that the whole 


4 Heb. vi. 10. Numb. xxiii. 19. * Pſalm Ixxxix- 34. 
ſcheme 
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ſcheme is built on the moſt catholick princi- 
ple; no diſtinction as to denomination, but 
the moſt diſtreſſed objects are to be firſt regar- 
ded. Here is ſomething for the widow, 
ſomething for the fatherleſs; the latter pru- 
dently given, when it is likely to be moſt ſer- 
viceable, to put them to trades, or cloath them 
for ſervice. And ſhould I not offend thoſe 


who take more pleaſure in doing good, than 


being told of it; gratitude would oblige me 
and every ſubſcriber who is acquainted with 
their conduct, to return our united and hearty 
thanks to thoſe worthy gentlemen, who have 
diſcharged the truſt committed to them with 
the ſtricteſt impartiality, prudence, and unani- 
mity. May the God of heaven return the 
kindneſs in a rich effuſion of bleſſings of every 
kind ; and whilſt their offspring feel the advan- 
tage of their parents generoſity, may they imi- 
tate their conduct, and be ready to every good 
work. 


HITHERTO the deſign, bleſſed be God, 
has met with all deſirable ſucceſs ; and I doubt 
not but as it is more known, it will proportion- 
ably increaſe, For it muſt argue a very un- 
chriſtian and ungenerous diſpoſition, to be deaf 
to the importunity of the widow, and harden 

ourſelyes 
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ourſelves againſt the cry of the orphan ; who 
the more unſkilful and helpleſs they are, the 
leſs us'd to hardſhips and difficulties, the more 
they beſpeak our compaſſion. Sure I am, 
this muſt be the ſentiment of that ſex whoſe 
diſtinguiſhing ornament is fenderneſi and com- 
paſſiun; and accordingly I promiſe myſelf 
much this day from the liberality of our good 
and honourable women. It is with a great 
deal of pleaſure I find, many of their names 
in the liſt of ſubſcribers, and doubt not their 
example and perſuaſion will influence others 


to follow them. 


Sou E of you very probably have been ready 
to envy thoſe excellent women, whoſe names 
are recorded with honour for miniſtring to our 


Lord of their ſubſtance, and would gladly 


imitate them, were he now on earth, and in 
like circumſtances. He is gone indeed into 
heaven, and wants no more ſuch ſervices; but 
a part of him is left behind, and whatever is 


done to them, he accepts as done to himſelf. 


Who of us all, my friends, could without the 
deepeſt concern, ſee the family of a faithful 
miniſter of Chriſt, whom we lov'd and ho- 


nour' d, and under whoſe labours we have fat 


with pleaſure and — broke up at his 


death, 
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death, and both his widow and children redu« 
ced to the greateſt diſtreſs? Methinks ſo affec- 
ting a fight muſt impreſs the moſt obdurate 
mind, and almoſt tempt one to ſay, that man 

is no Chriſtian, who upon ſo moving an oc- 
caſion, would not contribute his utmoſt to re- 
dreſs it, Forgive me then, if I promiſe my- 
ſelf, as the preſent caſe is extraordinary, that 
we ſhall all exert ourſelves this day, and vie 
with each other in generoſity. 


| You know the rule, it ſhould be as the 
Lord hath bleſſed us, according to our ability; 
conſcience, and prudence are to determine the 
proportion. Nor is it to be of conſtraint, as 
extorted ; but willingly, for God loves a chear- 
ful giver. And whatever of this kind is done, 
it is to be in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
When we have done all, we are unprofitable 
ſervants; and our ſervices, as well as perſons, 
will find acceptance only in the Beloved. 


How far the inhabitants of heaven are 
appris'd of our conduct on earth, cannot certain- 
ly be determined. Sure we are the angels re- 
joice in the converſion of ſinners. And if thoſe 
miniſtring ſpirits, who attend the church here 


below, when their commiſſion is diſcharg d, 
E make. 
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make their report of what they obſerve ; whe 
would not indeavour to increaſe the pleaſure 
and heighten the triumph of that benevolent 
aſſembly above, who are gone before us? Some 
of theſe ſacred miniſters are perhaps waiting here 
this day, wiſhing well to the good deſign, and 
ready to wing their way with an account of 
its ſucceſs ; God grant it may be to your ho- 
nour. 


Wu ſhould we heſitate on ſo moving 
an occaſion to part with a little of our ſub- 
ſtance? Is not the whole God's property ? 

Do we not enjoy our all by his leave, and on 
the {ſingle tenure of his ſovereign pleaſure ? | 
Are we not accountable for our talents? Can- 
not God ſupply our wants? Has he been to 
us a hard maſter ? Will it not yield preſent 
| pleaſure, and peace in the reflection? Is it not 
more honourable, nay Godlike, to give, than to 

receive? Away then with all excuſes : may 
both your hearts and hands be open. Some 
of you have not perhaps contributed any thing 
as yet to this charity, and who of us may live 
to a returning year, we know not ; let us 
not then ſow ſparingly, but with the liberal 
man do liberal things, 


AND 
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Ax p now, my honoured friends, let us 
ſuppoſe the day of judgment to be at hand ; 
that we heard the trump of God, the awful 
ſound, * Behold the Bridegroom's come, prepare 
to meet your Judge] Suppole we faw him 
coming in the clouds of heaven, inthron'd in 
glory, attended by a bright retinue of angels ; 
and that we heard him ſay, in the midſt of 
that wondering throng, © Where is the gene- 
ecrous faint, whoſe care and delight it has been 
« to viſit and relieve the widow and father- 
© leſs; bring him firſt, load him with double 
© honour ; Come, thou bleſſed of my Father, I 
© was with thee, and beheld the victory, 
* which grace obtained over unbelief and ava- 
ce rice. I faw thy hand more filled than at 
ce firſt intended; I well remember thy benefi- 
* cence on every occaſion, and have carefully 
*© minuted the particulars of thy kindneſs ; and 
now if there is enough in me, in my father, 
© to make thee happy, poſſeſs it in all its full- 
ee neſs, in all its ſweetneſs : Diberit the king- 
ce dom prepared for thee.” Who would not then 
be ambitious of this honour, and rather part 
with his all, than not ſhare in this exalted 
Glory ? 


* Math, Xv. 34. 


r 
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To conclude, may the God of all grace, 
the father of mercies, draw out your hearts in 
this fervice, that the bleſſing of thoſe who 
aro ready to periſh, may come upon you ; 
and while you make the heart of the widow 
rejoice, may he blefs you in your baſket, and 
in your ſtore, in your perſons, your offspring, 
and relations; and when you have ſerv'd 
your generation, may you be receiv'd to glory, 
and enjoy the recompence of the juſt, among 
thoſe to whom the Judge will ſay, Well done, 
good and faithful ſervants, enter into the joy of 
your Lord. 
Math. xxv. 21. 
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